SEABRIDGE GOLD

KSM PROJECT

Regulatory Review

To establish a large operating mine in British Columbia the project must be reviewed and approved under the BC
Environmental Assessment Act (BCEAA) and the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). The BC Environmental

Assessment Office (EAO) coordinates the provincial and federal government harmonized review process.

Environmental Assessment (EA) Process

Provincial Environmental Assessment Process Federal Environmental Assessment Process

EARLY PROJECT DEFINITION

Proponent approaches Environmental Assessment
Office (EAO) with project concept/description for
discussion of reviewability under the provincial Act.

Proponent approaches Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency (CEA Agency) with project concept/description for
discussion of reviewability under the federal Act
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EAO decides on reviewability and environmental
assessment pursuant to the Act. If an EA is required, a
Section 10 Order is issued to the Proponent.

CEA Agency consults with relevant federal agencies to
determine whether the Act is triggered and, if so, the required
review method.
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Review participants identified (i.e. federal, provincial and
local governments and Aboriginal groups). Early meetings
and discussion of project scoping and review process occur.

Federal agencies participate in meetings and project scoping.
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DEFINITION OF PROJECT SCOPE,

EAQ issues a Section 11 Order to the Proponent defining
the scope of the project, scope of the assessment and
review procedures. Order covers consultation with Treaty
Nations, First Nations, the public, and government
agencies during preparation, submission and review of
the Application for an EA Certificate.

CEA Agency publishes Notice of Commencement declaring
that an assessment has begun, the method of assessment, the
responsible federal agencies (RAs) and the triggers for the
assessment.
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Proponent prepares draft of Application Information
Requirements (AIR). EAO seeks input from Aboriginal
groups and government agencies before approving the
AIR. Public comment period optional.

ISSUES AND ASSESSMENT

CEA Agency prepares a draft Scope of Assessment and
publishes it for public review.

EA PRE-APPLICATION STAGE

v

v

APPLICATION
PREPARATION
AND REVIEW

Proponent prepares and submits Application to EAO for
screening and compliance with approved AIR.

CEA Agency and RAs participate in the screening of the
Application.
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In consultation with review participants, EAO screens
application and, if acceptable, the Proponent distributes
copies. Formal public review is initiated and must be
completed in 180 days.

RAs review the Application. There is no legislated timeline for
federal review.
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EAO prepares an Assessment Report and referral
documents with recommendations to Ministers within

CEA Agency coordinates RA preparation of a Comprehensive
Study and referral documents to the Minister of Environment.

APPLICATION REVIEW STAGE

'6 % 180 days. There is no legislated timeline for this process.
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ea Ministers determine whether to issue an EA The Minister of Environment determines whether the proposed
Certificate within 45 days. project will create a significant environmental effect.
Permitting

Permits, granted by provincial and federal regulatory bodies,
are needed throughout the life of the project. The permits
grant the project approval to carry out specified activities.

The KSM Project will be developed using the highest

practicable standards of environmental management as
regulated by the federal and provincial governments.

Project EA Milestones

The EA process is anticipated to take three years in total. 2010 is the second year in the permitting process.

March 2008: KSM Project Description Submitted to EAO.

April 2008: EAO issues Section 10 Order requiring an
environmental assessment certificate for the KSM
project.

March 2008 to December 2009: Environmental and
social baseline studies, community engagement
activities, discussion with regulatory agencies and
Aboriginal groups to confirm scope and depth of
studies.

July 2009: CEA Agency determines KSM Project must
undergo a comprehensive study EA review under
the CEAA.

Once regulatory approvals are granted, it is expected to take an additional 4 years of construction and start up before
the mine would be operational.

November 2009: EAO
defining the EA process.

December 2009 to March 2010: Environmental and
social baseline studies considered in development
of the prefeasibility study.

January 2010: Draft Application Information
Requirements (formerly Terms of Reference)
submitted to EAO Working Group for Review.

June 2010: Draft CEA Comprehensive Study Scope of
Assessment document released for public review.

issues Section 11 Order

Winter 2010: EA Certificate Application submission.




